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PROCEEDI NGS

(2: 05 p.m)

MR. TYRRELL: We are on right now. |It's
2:05 Eastern Standard Tine. |It's Tuesday, February,
the 20th, and I'mtalking to M. Ken Watt.

M. Watt, what |'ve been doing with
everyone is just asking themto take me through
their day starting with when they arrived at the
submari ne base on that norning, and just take nme
ri ght through everything that you did.

You could start when you arrived at the
marine base. |'Il try not to interrupt you

MR. WYATT: Okay. |I'Il try to give you ny
recol | ection as best | can.

| think we arrived on the dock around 7:30.

And | think by the time we all got | oaded on, it
was probably close to 8 a.m on February 9.

We were with the group that John Hall, Todd
Thoman had put together. And so | guess that covers
about 14 of the 16, there were two folks, a couple
t hat was not connected with the rest of us.

And we cane on board. We went down the
| adder into the mess area. | think it's called the
mess area. And sat down and were introduced to sone
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of the officers and crew.

There was a |l arge video screen in the ness
area. And I'mtrying to renenber if it was then or
when we cane back down that they showed us sone
vi deo footage of other visits and things associ ated
with the submari ne.

Sone people were invited to go up on the
conning tower, and some of us were invited to go on
deck as we made our way out of the bay.

M wife and |, were, we elected to go up on
the surface of the sub, and we stood out there with
a number of our guests that, as we nmade our way out
of the harbor, that was probably, gosh, I'd say ten,
fifteen m nutes, maybe twenty m nutes.

And then we canme back down to the ness
area. And, again, as | recall, there were
addi tional introductions. Sone of them were nmade by
the Captain -- Waddl e early on.

And then one of the officers, visiting
of ficers, on board, | believe "Bob Brandhuber' was
hi s name, al so made sone introductions to sone of
the crew.

And they just kind of tal ked us through as
to the kind of things that we night expect, what we
woul d be allowed to do, what we would not be all owed
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to do, that sort of thing.

| renmenmber asking whether or not we could
take pictures. He said, "Generally, yes, except for
the control room pointing at any dials that showed
depth or speed.

And so we noted that.

There was a little, | guess they brought
out sonme styrofoam cups and asked if we wanted to
wite a nessage on it, that they would put it up
where, when they did go down to depth, that it would
be subject to those pressures, and essentially
squeeze the styrofoam cups down. They would give it
back to us after the cruise as kind of a souvenir.

So | remenber that we did that. Then, it
seened |ike there were -- and, oh, by the way,
before we went on top of the sub, those of us who
went on top there, were asked to don life jackets.
Life jackets. So we did that.

At that point, it seemed like we were in
smal | er groups of maybe four people at a tine,
sonething like that, over the next several hours,
escorted by various crewman to different parts of
the ship to show us different parts of the ship,

i ncluding the areas where people lived, the toilets,
t he bunks.
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We went to the torpedo room and the area
behind the torpedo room We went to the sonar room
and they were picking up sone hunmpback whal es t hat
they let us listen to in the sonar roomfor a little
bit.

We did that. And | think at that point, we
went to -- | was in the first group to go to |lunch
whi ch was up in the wardroom wi th Commander Waddl e
and a couple of his staff. | think there was six --
six of us in there with the Commander.

And we had a nice lunch. And he was very
engagi ng about, obviously very proud of his nen,
crew, and spoke about sone of the kids who had
per haps had tough tines earlier in their life, that
he felt that the Navy was able to turn around by
giving themthe discipline and experience, exposure
and education, that sort of thing.

And all of that was very engagi ng.

After lunch, we had another gentl eman and,
again, | don't remenber the nanes of the different
crew nmenbers. | want to say one of the tinmes that
we were being taken around, it was by the fell ow who
had been introduced by Bob Brandhuber as being his
son-in-Iaw.

So | don't renenber what his name was but,
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in any case, | think that was one of the fell ows who
t ook us around.

And we went back through | guess a couple
of other areas that we hadn't seen before. W went
back to the torpedo room And at that point, when
we were up there having lunch, we went down to test
depth, so we were pretty -- pretty deep at that
poi nt .

We were in the torpedo room |ike | said,
after lunch. And they invited Todd Thoman, who was
with ny wife and I at that tinme, he and his wife --
| can't remenber who else -- if he wanted to | ook
i nside one of these torpedo tubes.

They put himin overalls and | et himkind
of climb through there and wite his name on it, or
sonething like that. | guess Todd took himup on
that, just felt |ike clinbing around.

And then a little bit right after that,
they said that we were down deep enough they were
al | owed, had been given perm ssion to fire sone
wat er slugs out of the torpedo.

And so they closed all the things up and
t hey showed us where we could pull a | ever and cause
a water slug to get fired. And | did that. And I
t hi nk several other folks did that as well.
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At one point in this tour after |unch, I
was in the control room | think that was right
after we cane through the sonar, and went to the
control room And were invited to sit at the right
helmwith two or three guys standing on either side
of us and behind us just to get a feel for the
st eering wheel.

And they gave us -- it was clear what the
instructions were, to keep it at zero-zero and not

the differential. And | did that for a couple of

mnutes. | did it as well.

Q This was before you went to the torpedo
roonf?

A | want to say that this -- we went to the

torpedo roomtwice. And | want to say that this was
after we went through the torpedo roomthe second
time.

Q Ckay, so it's after you canme --

A Yeah, and we cane through the sonar room
and we cane in the control room And others had
al ready been through there before, I think, and we
really hadn't been

And so we, you know, sat and were shown

sone of the gauges and what, you know, what's in
this room W did that.
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And then, I'mtrying to renmenber exactly
what happened after that, uh, we may have gone back
to the nmess area. It seens |ike we were there a
couple of times. And, you know, they -- you know,
just to go in and have ha place to sit, and that
sort of thing.

The crews throughout this, by the way,
seened to be very focused on their jobs. You know,
there were obviously people escorting us but, you
know, |'ve got to say that, you know, it's a tight
and cranped environnment. And they weren't at al
shy to tell us, you know, "Excuse ne, sir. Excuse
me, ma'am " as they made their way to whatever job
t hey were conducti ng.

So they were very serious about it and
seened very kind of by the book. And we weren't --
they weren't going to let us stand in their way of,
you know, getting to where they need to get to go do
t he next, whatever it was.

So, you know, it was like there was a,
yeah, a group of civilians on board that were being
| ed around doi ng things and | ooking at things
per haps, but there was a kind of a parallel, a group
of crewnen, the vast mpjority of them who were
goi ng about nmethodically and, as far as | can tell,
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doing all the things that they had to do to be able
to maintain the submarine.

There was clearly fromthe -- all the crew
menbers that we talked to a sense of very strong
camaraderie, a sense of the danger that they have by
being in that environment on a submarine and | ooki ng
over each other's shoul ders and wat chi ng each
ot her's back to make sure that everything was done
exactly right, because it was just too dangerous an
environment to not do that.

That was very clear, in talking to severa
of the crewnenbers, that they took this very, very
seriously because they knew that their lives were at
st ake, and nenbers of the crew.

At some point, we were, uh, invited to go
back up to the control room area and that they were
going to begin a denonstration.

Commander Waddl e had suggested, | want to
say tw ce, but at |east once, that perhaps a better
pl ace for sone of the people to be would be in the
nmess area because there would be a | ot of |eaning as
t hey went up and down these what they call |arge
angl es.

And that if you were | ooking, there was an
interesting picture or two, perhaps that was the
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better place.

| don't think anybody ended up doing that.

| think various groups, you know, who had been at

different parts of the ship ended up -- I'mnot sure
by circumstance or by direction -- up in the control
area. And it was a little crowded but, you know, it
was certainly was a plane that the people could nove
around.

And that's where | think everyone was
during the denonstration, after the accident. As
far as | know, again.

| had been -- oh, | guess earlier in the
control room | renenber being invited to | ook
t hrough the periscope. And ny wife and | both did
that. And everybody else did that, took a turn at

t he periscope. That was earlier.

Q But, after lunch though, right?

A Yeah, | think it was after [unch.

Q Ckay.

A | don't think I was in the control room
except maybe just very, very briefly until after
lunch. | think there were other people there and we

wer e | ooki ng over the...
So, when we all cane up there, or happened
to be up there for the denonstration, | found a seat
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-- and by then | was ready to sit -- on the left
side of, behind the -- well, there's a Seaman Harris
who was right in front of me. Deanda Thoman was
sitting on this little stool like thing right next
because we were sitting about as close as you can
get, you know, to where the crew and where all the
controls are because -- so that's where, you know, |
sat for the remainder.

And | think | basically sat nost of that
time. | may have stood during one of the | arge
angles. | just... there were people standing behi nd
me that were part of the guests.

They did the large angle things. | guess
we were down | want to say 600 feet or there abouts.

They were conducting these | arge angles, hard
rights and lefts. Going up, you know, several
hundred feet, down several hundred feet, and going
in excess of 20 knots “at that time.

The Captain, or Commander WAddl e was trying
to explain fromtine to tinme -- by the way, he had
given indications that if we were to stay up there
in the control room that everyone was to be quiet
and to be still.

And |'ve got to tell you, during this whole

> see footnote 1.
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thing, it was very much like a church. It was very,

very quiet. No one was nmoving. No one was talking.
Cccasionally, you may have a crew nenber, Harris in
my case, who may have | eaned over and ki nd of

whi spered to, you know, draw our attention to one

thing or another that the crew was doi ng and

expl ai ned what they were doing and why.

But, outside of that, it was very, very
qui et and very, very still. That was at the express
request of the Conmander.

He did, | renmenber, nake an expl anation
t hat when you made a left turn, that it was harder
to avoid -- | want to say you go up or down 30 feet
or there abouts, they were trying to keep it within
plus or mnus 10 feet, these big turns they were
maki ng.

And he was pointing out that due to the
rotation of the propeller that a left turn was
harder to control that depth and you would go up as
much as 30 feet instead of 10 feet or down plus or
m nus 30, plus or mnus 10, because of the extra,
the clockw se rotation, the propeller, you know.

| don't know why that stuck in ny head.
That was interesting.

The -- we went through the hard right and
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hard left turns and going down several hundred feet,
| think, up several hundred feet. And | don't

recall how long that took but probably not nore than
ten m nutes total.

And then they took the boat up to the
surface. And | don't recall saying they were going
to do that or anything but we were up on the surface
and they pulled the periscope up and the O ficer of
t he Day Cohen, who was standing to the left of
Commander Waddle, and really right in front of ne,
and a couple of tines, he noved away fromt hat
position during sone of these maneuvers.

| renmenmber twi ce hearing Commander \Waddl e
for himto, you know, go back and kind of step back
over, |l ooking over the guys and all. And then it
| ooked |ike he was trying to train the younger
of ficer, you know, as to exactly how to make sure
that he was physically close to the fol ks he was
commandi ng.

And so a couple of tines, it seened to ne
t hat he nmust have wandered over to the right. And,
twice, | renmenber Waddl e getting himto conme back.
And the next thing | know, he's standing right in
front of ne.

The -- there's been a nunber of statenents
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made about, you know, how many tinmes the different
peopl e have, you know, periscoped, how nmany
rotations.

| don't have a perfect nmenory of that. |
wish | did. But | do renenber that Cohen went a
couple of rotations through the periscope and
probably for everybody, | nean, all the flat panels,
all this was going on, and none of us saw anyt hi ng
on the waves.

And Captain Waddle, it didn't sound to ne
li ke he didn't believe Cohen but it may be just one
of these redundant checks that you just do. And at
sone point, pretty close on the heels of Cohen's
goi ng around the periscope, | know that \Waddl e took
a |l ook through the periscope.

Whet her it was once or twice or three
times, | don't renenber. But | know that he did go
and make at | east one rotation, probably, nore in
t he periscope as well.

There was after that, shortly after that,
there was an order to subnerge. And during these
| arge angl e maneuvers and everything, | was sitting
right there. And | feel real sure that only seanen
were in all of those positions -- the right helm
the left helm-- all of those were seanen because |
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was | ooking at, you know, how well they were doing
in these maneuvers.

| don't think there were any civilians at
t hat point doing these | arge angl e maneuvers.

When we subnerged for that last tinme, we
went down to around 400 feet, it seenms to ne. | was
| ooki ng at the gauge. Four hundred and somet hing
feet.

The Captain invited sonmeone, anyone who
wanted to throw the baluster, essentially blowthe
bal uster, whatever. And John Hall volunteered to do
t hat .

He then wal ked over. | didn't know where
John was. He nust have been on the right side. |
really didn't see him He walked in front of nme
over to where Harris was. And | think it may have
been Harris who actually showed him you know, what
to do with his hands, and all that.

At that tinme, | think it was -- | don't
remenber exactly the order but the blow ng the horn
three tines?

Q Uh- huh.

A They asked if sonmeone wanted, would do
that. And | think my wife may have said "Leigh
Anne, " who was John Hall's wfe, but it was Deanda
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Thoman, who was sitting right in front of ne, who
stood up and Harris | think was al so the one who
showed her and then actually I think he put her
hands on the button and showed her exactly how to

push the button down to blow the horn three tines.

17

And, again, | can't recall. | assune that

was before the blow. You know, the notice to the
crew that they were getting ready to make an

emer gency ascent.

And then so she did that and she sat back

down, and Hall threw the two |evers to rise.

Even though | was sitting forward there,
cannot tell you whether or not there had been --
fromthe tine we did the large angles to the tine
that we did the subnerge to nmake the energency
ascent whet her anybody changed places at the hel m
positions.

| didn't see it. It could have happened
and | just didn't notice it. You mght say |I fee
pretty sure that during the maneuvers that, you
know, | have a pretty vivid recollection of the

young seanmen who were in those control positions.

And | was wat ching how they fared on trying

to keep -- when they were doing these |arge turns,

to try to keep their depth as steady as they coul d,

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18

to keep it within plus or mnus 10 feet.

So I"'mvirtually certain of that. But,
after that, | don't -- | just can't tell you
As we, obviously, | don't know how long it

took to get down fromthe surface when we did the
peri scope change, but -- or what the periscope

| ooked, but it didn't seemlike it was nore than,
you know, a couple of mnutes to get down to 400
feet or so.

And then, comng up, it seened like it was
even less, like | think 40 seconds or sonething |ike
t hat .

You don't have a sense of speed on a
submarine. But | was watching the depth gauges and
400 to 300 to 200.

And then there was a sound. And it was not
a hugely loud sound, but it was certainly a
noti ceable sound. |'mnot sure it was a clanging
sound, but it was a very noticeabl e sound.

It was | oud enough to where you noticed it
but it wasn't so |oud that you were just, you know,
shocked at it. And, in fact, the Captain had nade a
remar k before we began the various denonstrations
t hat :

"Even though the crew is always asked to
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batten down everything, that sonetines someone wl |
forget a pot and you'll hear a clanging."

And |I'Il be honest with you. | didn't know
for sure that, you know, it could have been
sonet hing inside the ship that hadn't been battened
down. | didn't know whether or not, since we knew
we were com ng out of the water, whether it was just
a sound a sub makes when it goes up and then, you
know, hits the water

But it wasn't a huge sound. It wasn't a
huge deal .

And then there was a shudder, as | think
has been described exactly what it was. You felt it
t hrough the ship. But it was, again, not an
overwhel m ng shudder. It was relatively mnor, but

noti ceabl e.

Again, if it was -- if it had just been ne
sitting there, know ng what | know and know ng what
| don't know. I think |I could have easily been

persuaded that it was normal.

But, | watched the Captain and he, when
t hat shudder -- when he felt the shudder, his eyes
got big and he said, you know.

"What the hell was that?"

And Harris, in front of nme, junped up and
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said, "l don't know, sir," but he junped up and was
| ooki ng at gauges. | think he pulled a white folder
out at that tine.

And the Captain started scurrying around a
little bit and right in front of the periscope, he,
you know, was | ooking at this and grabbing that.

And then he very quickly said:

"Someone escort our guests into the ness

area."
He | ooked at the periscope. He said:
"We've hit sonmething? Hit a boat, a
vessel. WIIl you please escort our guests down to

the mess area."

Went down to the ness area, sat down. And

as soon as | was in the ness area, | was | ooking at
a big picture of the Japanese fishing vessel. It
was -- the seas were obviously a little bit high.

But, it was obvious to ne that even in the short
amount of time, fromthe tinme that | heard the
shudder to the tinme we got down to the nmess, which
had to be a m nute or two, that it was al ready
taking on a great deal of water. And it was bel ow
where, you know, where you woul d have thought that
t he boat would be sitting.

We weren't there very long when it was
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obvi ous they were going to need that area for rescue
operations. So they were -- they had guys within
just a few mnutes outfitted and tethered and ready
to go over the side to help find anybody who woul d
need them

At that tine, they asked for us to nove
fromthe ness area to the torpedo room | | ooked
again at the Japanese vessel and white snoke was --

| believe it was white snoke as opposed to spray or

anything else. It |ooked to ne |like white snmoke was
comng off of the -- kind of the mddle front of the
vessel .

And it was clearly sinking rapidly. The
wat er was al nost up to the decks at that point. And
that was just, like | said, a mnute or so.

Q Very brief.

A We went down to the torpedo room and Bob
Brandhuber was probably -- the Captain | think did
conme down at sone point and say that we were okay,
that the ship was okay.

And | guess maybe | was one of the only
peopl e who, when | did realize that we'd hit
something, | did flash in the back of ny mnd: Are
we okay?

Because being on the ship for six or seven
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hours or so, you were pretty aware of how

vul nerabl e, even though this is a big piece of
machi nery, very vulnerable in sonme regions, not
meant to be in seaworthy except under its own
specific conditions.

And if anything were to breach that hull or
what ever, you're not in a great position to get out,
nunber one, and to survive the seas, nunmber two.

Life boats are everywhere and all that sort
of thing. So I think he was putting us at ease that
we were okay, although, like |I said, if you'd had a
big collision..

(BEG N TAPE 7, SIDE B:)

MR. WYATT: ...Dbeing so nmuch heavier into
that fishing vessel

We were down there and they nmentioned the
name of the ship. | don't remenber if it was
Waddl e, Brandhuber or someone, that they didn't know
the origin. They thought it m ght be Chinese.

They asked if anyone spoke Chinese in our
group, that they had tried to nake sonme ki nd of
communi cation with the folks in the life boats and
that there was a | anguage barrier.

No one in our group did speak any Chi nese--
Japanese, | guess later on, they canme back and asked
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t hat same questi on whet her anyone spoke Japanese.

We were all down there. We were all pretty
much in shock. And Brandhuber pretty soon
thereafter came back and said that they had gotten
sone information, and they thought everyone had
gotten into life boats. And we were all very
grateful and relieved to hear that it sounded |ike
maybe everyone got into the |ife boats.

Then, a little while | ater, he came back

and sai d:

"Well, the manifest showed 35 people and
there were..." | think he said 25 or 26 accounted
for.

And then we, you know, discussed briefly
with himwhether or not changes in the manifest can
be wrong. You know, specifically on the... | was
hopi ng that that was just, you know, people who
m ght have been on board but naybe in the |ast
m nute elected not to go, that sort of thing.

During all this time, they were | ooking for
sone -- | don't know what you call these | ong poles
-- gaffing poles or sonething? That were battened
down there at the torpedo room

And sonme of the fol ks hel ped undo those and
pass them t hrough these rather cranped areas w thout
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hitting anybody to the crew nenbers so that they
could take them back upstairs and, as far as we
knew, conduct the search and rescue operati ons.

We were down there for a fair anmount of
time. | don't know exactly how | ong, maybe an hour
or so. And you continued to get bits and pieces of
i nformati on maybe through Brandhuber, and then
Harris cane down.

And he gave additional information. Sonme
of it was pretty conplete, as it turns out. But,
they were trying to keep us inforned.

At some point, we were told that the
deci si on had been made that we would not come in and
t hey would continue to stay on their -- they could
of fer assistance, even though the sub was not the
best vessel for that.

By the way, earlier on, we did hear that
t he Coast Guard had been called in and then they
were quickly on their way, and the sub was staying
at the vicinity of the life boats so that they could
make sure that those fol ks were okay.

And that if they did see anybody else in
the water, that they -- it seened to me they were
prepared even in rough seas to send peopl e overboard
to get them
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The inmpression | got was that they didn't
want to open that 36-inch hatch into the sea unl ess
they had to, but they were nore than prepared to do
this if they would find sonmeone who was in need.

Ot herwi se, keep the ship in tact to protect the crew
and civilians.

| don't know if you want to know nore about
what happened afterwards. |It's pretty boring, |
guess, the rest of it. Boring in an awful tragic
way.

As | say, we were all pretty nmuch shocked.

They went out of their way to make sure that we had
accommodati ons and that the crew could then sleep
el sewhere. They had di nner for us.

We spent | think nost of us collected in
the ward room for nost of the night talking, trying
to otherw se distract thenselves, play cards, watch
a novie. No one was really able to successfully
di stract thenselves. W tried.

Q That's quite a harrow ng experience, |'m
sure. At any time after the accident, did you or
did anyone within your hearing ask Captain Waddl e
how t he acci dent could have happened?

A No. Not in nmy hearing.

Q When you were on the --
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A | asked Brandhuber -- | think we asked
Brandhuber that.

Q Did he --

A And, you know, |'m assum ng that he was as
surprised, shocked as the rest of us because it was
like, "No, |I don't understand how it could happen.™

"We | ooked, we saw, we had sonar." We
asked these questi ons.

Q And that's what -- is that Commander or
Capt ai n Brandhuber ?

A He's | think Chief of Staff of sonething,
a portion of the Pacific.

Q And he was the one who gave you that
response”?

A Yes.

Q Ckay.

A You know, he may not have even given ne
that nmuch detail. But, | renmenber that we did ask
him you know, and he was at a loss for how it could
happen.

| know | asked Harris that. | know that we
asked the "Technore' that. He was with us that
ni ght as we were all trying to, you know.
Q VWhat kind of answers were you getting?
A Absol utely shock and surprise on their

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

part. Like, "No, we don't understand how this could
have happened.”
Q | guess it's too nuch to ask (Il aughing)

t hat someone woul d have the, you know - -

A -- the magi c answer?
Q Exactly. Exactly.
A You know, | don't know what you're

supposed to do a submarine, obviously. But,
everything -- I'll say this in their defense, and
" m not saying that they couldn't have done
sonet hi ng, or skipped a procedure that they

shoul dn't have, or what have you

But, everything fromthe tine we got on to
the time we were doing the nore dangerous maneuvers,
t hese guys were very, very serious young nen. And
t heir Commander was very serious. There was no
brevity. | nean they were very -- you know, they
were friendly to us and they certainly were trying
to be accommpdating to us, but not at the risk of
not doing their jobs and doing their jobs very, very
wel | .

They had a lot of pride in what |iving and
working in a submarine nmeant. And they had a very
strong appreciation for the dangers inherent in it.

You know, | don't know what they coul d have
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m ssed. But | know that they all seenmed to take
their jobs very, very seriously. And there wasn't
any kind of an undisciplined atnosphere at any tine,
even with the civilians on board, even with the
crowded control. ..

Q Ckay. When you were at the helm was that
the only time that you had any contact with any of
t he submarine control s?

A Yes. Well, | pulled one of the water
sl ugs, the torpedo.

Q OCh, okay. At the tinme that you were at the

helm you were not given any orders to change

cour se.
s that correct?
A We were going due north, | think, and then
-- which was zero-zero. | think at one point we

were given instructions to change to 2-4-5. And we
did that. And then we canme back to due north
shortly thereafter.

Q Can you describe for me how you did that as
far as what notions you went through? You were sure
whet her or not where the Navy people were around
you?

A Yeah. There were Navy personnel directly
on ny left shoulder, in shoulder to shoulder. There
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was anot her Navy seaman right to the right of ne,
agai n, kind of shoul der to shoul der.

| think he was the fell ow who had vacated
t he seat.

And | believe there nay have been soneone
even standing behind. But, | was mainly talking to
the guy to the left.

You know, they were just kind of glued on
the direction there, on the gauge, with me. And I
guess the reason that they let you sit there is it
gives you a sense of the fine gradations in those
controls, because, you know, you just nove the
steering wheel just a little bit -- I'mtalKking
about maybe a half an inch or an inch one way or the
other, and it changes the course nore than you
t hought it woul d.

So you're tal king about holding a steering
wheel and noving it half an inch to the right or a
half an inch to the left.

And then there was an up and down notion
that | guess is a fine-tuning of depth on that right
side of the helm

They can fairly configure the controls
different ways is nmy understanding. And the way
they configured it for this sub was the steering
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wheel and controls on the |left were handling the
gross changes in depth, pushing it in or pulling it
out .

And the one on the right was controlling
the direction, right or left. And then it also
could go in or out but those were very fine changes
i n dept h.

Q | see. So, in order to execute the turn,

you noved the wheel about a half inch or an inch?

A In one direction or another.
Q Then noved it back?
A Ri ght. Exactly.

Q And when you were noving the wheel, did any
of the Navy people have their hands on the wheel at
the same tinme or were they just standing in one
spot ?

A No, but they were just, | nean, they were
literally right next to me with their hands within a
few i nches, probably. | nmean, they didn't ook |ike
they had their hands ready to grab the wheel, that |
was going to do something wong.

But, they were very, very focused on, you
know, letting a civilian experience this but making
sure that we didn't do anything that could
conprom se the ship.
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| mean |I'Il use an anal ogy. Even though

they may not have had their hands on the wheel, |
felt like |I had about as nmuch control as ny four-
year old when, you know, she asks if she can drive
the car and | |let her sit in my lap. You know, put
her hand on the steering wheel.

Q Ri ght .

A That's the |l evel of control that | had,
like a four-year old sitting in soneone's |ap.

Q Was this the only tinme though that you were
at any of the controls?

A Again, the only other thing that | touched

was the to fire/water slot, the torpedo room

Q And this periscope?
A And the periscope, yes.
Q VWhen you were in the periscope, did you do

a conplete 360 degree sweep?

A You know, | don't think I did. | think I
di d about 180 because | was having a hard tine with
figuring out which button to push. You know, it

seened |ike | was al ways pushing the wong button.

So, yeah.
So, no, | think I maybe did 180 or 270 or
sonething like that. | don't recall
Q Did you see anything in the -- just out of
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curiosity?

A Yeah. Yeah, | saw water.

Q You didn't see any other vessels?

A No.

Q Okay. Well, is there anything else that we
haven't discussed that you think that we -- that you

want to tell nme about?

A You know, | can't. This was, it seened to
me, a very professional sort of operations. And if
we had just not had that last fifteen m nutes where,
you know, fifteen mnutes later, we were on our way
back to Honol ul u when this happened. It was going
to be the end of the tour.

And up until that time, it had been a
fascinating, very, very positive experience wth,
you know, guys that you were proud of that were in
the mlitary, young people you were proud of, people
who took their jobs very seriously, took the defense
of this country very seriously and you have a | ot of
adm ration for them And felt good that they were
t he ones who were defendi ng our shores.

| don't know that | have a different
opi nion now but I will say that everything up to
t hat monment was overwhel m ngly positive. And they
conducted thenselves in a very professional way, as
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| expected.

| was very inpressed with the Commander and
t he amount of personal loyalty that folks in his
crew had to him and he did them There obviously
was a great deal of camaraderie on that ship.

And the more | talked to folks, it seenmed
i ke that camaraderie was not sonmething that was
nice to have but given the dangerous environnent
that they worked in day in and day out, it was
absolutely a requisite for safety.

Q Did any of the guests, if you recall, have
a video canera with thenf

A You know, | don't recall any video canera.

There coul d have been. You know, these things are
smal | er and smal |l er nowadays, so they don't even
| ook |i ke video caneras.

There were a nunber of still caneras but |
don't recall any video canera.

Q You said that you took sone still pictures?

A | did.

Q Whuld it be possible to get a copy?

A Sure. | haven't devel oped them yet
because, obviously, we were trying to avoid nore
publicity, until --

Q Sur e.
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A But |I've told everyone. And we've had,
li ke everyone else, a ton of press inquiries.

Q ' m sure.

A That until | had a chance to give ny
statement to the NTSB and to any Navy investigation,
| didn't think it was appropriate to discuss what |

may have seen and felt.

Q Let ne give you --

A But | will be glad to send a copy to you.

Q That will be fantastic.

A "1l probably wait until | get -- what |'m
going to probably do, Don, is I'll be com ng hone

Friday evening. And this weekend, if that's not too
late, what 1'll do is go find a Walgreen's with the
youngest | ooking, fresh-faced kid | can find --

Q (Laughi ng) .

A -- and say "Make a copy of these. Develop
these and |'mgoing to stand right here because |
need themright away," so that they don't nake an
extra copy and send them over to the Denver Post,

(1 aughi ng) .

MR. TYRRELL: Right. | appreciate that.
Let me give you our nmmiling address.

MR. WYATT: COkay.

MR. TYRRELL: It's National Transportation
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Safety Board, Ofice of Marine Safety, 490 L'Enfant

Pl aza.

3

WYATT: How do you spell that?

3

TYRRELL: L apostrophe capital E-n-f-a-

MR. WYATT: Oh, L'Enfant. Okay.

MR. TYRRELL: L'Enfant Pl aza East,
Washi ngton, D.C. Zip code is 20594.

MR. WYATT: And to your attention?

MR. TYRRELL: Yes, please.

MR. WYATT: And how do you spell your | ast
name? T-u-r-17?

MR. TYRRELL: T-y-r-r-e-I-1I.

MR. WYATT: Tyrrell. Okay. Let ne nmake
sure | have it:

O fice of Marine Safety, 490 L' Enfant Pl aza
East, Washington, D.C. 20594.

MR. TYRRELL: That's right. That's exactly
right.

There's one other thing that | have asked
all of the guests. And that is we received a report
t hat al cohol may have been served to the guests on
board the submari ne.

And | was just wondering whether you could
tell me whether that's an accurate or inaccurate
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st at enent .

MR. WYATT: That sounds totally inaccurate.
Absol utely inaccurate in ny experience. And I
didn't hear anybody el se say that they'd been
of fered a beer or anything.

When we had lunch, the Captain -- there
were big pitchers of | enonade, water and iced tea.

When we had di nner back after the accident
in the ward room | really would have appreciated a
beer. We had | enmpnade, iced tea and water.

(Laughter.)

So | think that's -- | think that's just
sonebody's runor. | didn't ever see any al cohol.
know we didn't -- our group didn't bring any.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Geat. | had to ask

the question. That's all.

MR. WYATT: No, that's fine. |If there was,
we never saw it.

MR. TYRRELL: Well, M. Watt, thank you
very nmuch for taking the tinme out of your day to

talk to me. And I'"'mgoing to turn my recorder off

now.

( TAPE CONCLUDED. )
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